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ECHI NE SILENZIO

PICTURE PERFECT

ANDREA CONTRINI and

FERNANDO LARCHER

Echi Nel Silenzio: Paesaggi della Grande
Guerra dal Garda al Pasubio (Landscapes of
the Great War from the Race to the Pasubio)
Publistampa  Editizioni, £21.43  (Book
Depositary — post free), 239pp, full colour and
monochrome images throughout, full text in
English and Italian.

ISBN: 978-889-601-497-4

The Italian Southern Trentino front is one
which has been effectively ignored by
British authors. Here both Andrea Contrini’s
photography and Fernando Larcher’s lucid
authorship reveal the realities of war in the
area, its impact on Italy and what remains in
place in the Italian battle zone to Italians.

The mixture of contemporary monochrome
photographs and Contrini’s fine, modern, high
quality, colour images offers startling contrast
and reveals the unambiguous harshness of the
landscape.

Particularly impressive is the photographer’s
use of light and shade and his ability to evoke
time and place — trenches, tunnels, defensive
positions, remnants of barbed wire still draped
over screw pickets, memorials. Even the
rough pathways stand in strange contrast to
the beauty of the area’s daunting mountain
landscapes. Larcher’s text and picture captions
explain the significance of the places and the
events which add clarity and understanding of
events.

Although the book lacks either an index or
references, each of the 36 picture locations
are clearly identified on a large—scale map of
Southern Trentino. This delineates the original
May 1915 border, the Austro-Hungarian and
Italian lines in both May 1916 and November.
Individual picture captions detail positions
and subject.

As the preface notes, ‘The landscapes of
war reveal as much about the nature of combat
as do diaries and documents, but they are in
themselves far more evocative as they allow
the viewer to share the experience of the
men who endured the conflict.” This is no
overstatement, Echoes in Silence offers an
unique and fascinating pictorial and editorial
publish approach which, together with the
quality of the book, are deserving of praise.
Highly recommended.

David J Filsell (DJF)
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